
Connecting Entrepreneurs and Small Businesses 
to CDFIs and Support Organizations

The Down to Earth Lead program is a pilot program that Appalachian Community Capital is 

deploying in Appalachia. Offering community partners a free, easily accessible form that will 

connect small business owners and entrepreneurs to CDFIs and Community partners 

onboarded to the platform. 

How does this work? 

A Small business or entrepreneur sees a form online, or in a physical community space - and 
if they complete the form their business information will be shared with a network of CDFIs 
and Organizations that can support their needs. Their application is an ‘Opportunity’ for 
onboarded organizations. 
Small businesses and entrepreneurs will be instantly connected with any CDFI or Support 
Organization that offers the services/funding the Small Business is looking for. 
 Onboarded CDFIs and Support Orgs ‘users’ get notified when a new ‘opportunity’ matches 
to their criteria threshold, and can reach out to the applicant to start a conversation.  
If it is not a good fit, onboarded users can share with other organizations that might be able 
to support them.  

Why does this benefit the entrepreneurial ecosystem? 

This program connects one applicant directly to Loan officers and supporting entities
Users get to see where entrepreneurial ‘hot-spots’ are in their community
Businesses and entrepreneurs feel connected to their community








